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ST. JAMES THE GREATER CHURCH
White Oak, Ohio Fourth Sunday of Advent December 24, 2017

St. James White Oak 175th Anniversary
1843 - 2018
Spreading the Word

Spread the Anniversary Spirit!

Car Magnet $1 Grocery Bag $3 Coffee Mug $10 St. James Print $35

NEXT EVENT ~ Mark your calendars!
Sunday. January 14, 2018 — Special tour of St. James Church after Noon Mass.

These Hems will be oni sale Jenwary 14tk after the nosn Mass when Fr. Tom and Fr. Bryan wili be teking
yeu on @ towr thvough the Churcli. Join Fr. Tom and Fr. Bryan as they take you on a tour through the
Church to point out some of the special design elements you may not have noticed before. Learn the history
of several items featured in our worship space. Listen to them as they recount interesting stories of our

past—and perhaps share one from your family history with the group! Check the bulletins for more details as
the date draws near.

A brochure containing the Calendar of Events planned during the year is available in the parish office.

Pre-History of St. James Parish

o g=eemeean - 17, In April 1840, predominantly German '
w 3"?% - Catholic families in the area began to organize
s fF k (w a parish.

L]

18. On August 15, 1840, Father John Martin  »-
Henni, S.J. (pastor of Holy Trinity) celebrated *
the first Mass in a barn belonging to Sylvester Oehler.

19, This became known as “St. James Station.”

2%, In 1841, the founders decided to build a log church on two acres
of land that was donated by the Oehler and Werth families on
Burnt School House Road (now Cheviot Road).

21, They were guided by Reverend Joseph Ferneding. Plans were
made for a school as well. To build the log church, they needed
$124.62. The average monthly collection was around $10, so it
was difficult to raise the needed funds. They raised $66.62 Y4, which was enough for walls and a roof.

er's Barn
S

b g gy o ey [



ST. JAMES THE GREATER CHURCH

White Qak, Ohio Fourth Sunday of Advent December 24, 2017
Priest’s Intention for Mass )
Music Groups Schedule
December 30/31

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:30 PM - Children’s Choir
10:00 AM - Music Ensemble

Monday, December 25 — Christmas Day
L 10:00 am People of St. James Parish
#  12:00 Noon  People of St. James Parish

Tuesday, December 26
6:30 am Liturgy of the Word with Communion
8:30 am Elisabeth Kurzhals
Wednesday, December 27 | Prepare to Hear God’s Word
6:30 am Howard Fletcher 2
8:30 am Tim Cavanaugh ' December 30{31
Thursday, December 28 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
6:30 am Liturgy of the Word with Communion
8:30 am Grace Beischel Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14
Friday, December 29 Colossians 2:12-21
6:30 am Intention of Celebrant Luke 2:22-40
8:30 am Lois Ernst
Saturday, December 30
8:30 am Debbie Thiemann
4:30 pm Joan Becker Recent Deaths
Sunday, December 31 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 am People of St. James Parish
10:00 am Joe Thiem
12:00 Noon Intention of Celebrant

Monday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
10:00 am People of St. James Parish

* ¥ncense will be used at Mass.

Wishing you a very blessed and joyful Christmas!
& RN

@hristmas Blessings Fr. Nolker, Fr. Reif and the entire parish staff.

Mass Schedule

Solemmity of Mary, the Mother of God

Monday, Januvary 1st — Mass: 10:00 am
The obligation to participate in Mass on this feast is dispensed this year.

BLESSING OF YOUR UNBORN CHILD

Parents who are expecting a child are invited to participate in a special blessing offered by the
Catholic Church. The blessing is for your child and for you as parents. We will celebrate this
blessing after the Noon Mass on Sunday, December 31st. Put this on your calendar NOW so you
can take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

2



ST. JAMES THE GREATER CHURCH
White Oak, Ohio

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 24, 2017
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Child Protection Policy—Protecting God’s Children:

% VIRTUS®—Child Protection—Update

New_volunteers must attend a VIRTUS workshop and complete the Selection.com background
check through your VIRTUS account prior to volunteering or coaching. For details and requirements, please vis-
it our web page, click the Parish Info Tab, then Archdiocese Child Protection Policy. You can call the parish office to
check on your status. Tf you were previously approved with BCI fingerprints ONLY, and have not completed the
Selection.com background check, PLEASE call the parish office to see when they expire, Fingerprints for Vol-
unteers are no longer required, BUT if you were approved with fingerprints ONLY when they become 5 years
old, or by December 31, 2018, EVERYONE will NEED to complete the Selection.com background check through
their VIRTUS account (cost is $25). This is a one-time requirement. Log into your account, click on the Toolbox tab
and the Selection.com background check will be on the left side of the screen. Click and follow the instructions. St.
James’ next workshop is Wedpesday, Febrnary 21, 2518 a¢ § om. See our web page for info, preregistration and

additional workshops at other locations.

€ , St. James School Update

Open House — Please join us! St. James will be hosting
an Open House on January 21, 2018 at 1 p.m. Any new
or current families are welcome!

Merry Christmas - On behalf of the entire school, we
wish you all a very blessed and joyful Christmas season.

Archdiocesan Financial Aide - The Archdiocese of
Cincinnati is now accepting applications for financial
aide for the 2018-2019 school year through the Catholic

Rehgious Religious Education Office
Fdi

Education Foundation. In order to apply, families must
complete the FACTS Grant and Aid Application.
(FACTS is the tuition collection program used at St.
James already.) Applications must be received by January
31, 2018. Eligible families can be awarded up to $1,000
per student to attend St. James next year. Funds will be
distributed based on the assessed financial need of
families and will be without distinguishing between
families based on religion or parishioner status. For more
information, please visit catholicbestchoice.org.

sat" NET Ministries Retreat for 7th and 8th Grade Students:

ewd
N NEEDED: Host Families for NET Retreat Team Members for St. James School Grade 8 daytime

retreat and Grade 7 Confirmation Retreat.

Right after Christmas, on January 11th and 12th, the National Evangelization Team (NET) will present an in-
school retreat for our Grade 8 students and a Friday evening Retreat for our Grade 7 Confirmation candidates.

We are in need of up to seven host families, willing to house between two and four team members overnight. Team
members carry their own sleeping bags and are adaptable. Host families are asked to provide transportation to and
from their homes and Saint James the Greater and to provide sleeping quarters, meals (dinner and/or breakfast) for
team members while they are with them. For a Signup Form, visit St. James webpage (www.stjameswhiteoak.com)

News and Events tab.

If you would like more information about NET Ministries, please check: hitp://www.catholiccincinnati.org/ministries
-offices/youth-ministry/resources-for-youth-campus-ministers/net-ministries/,

Questions? Please contact Theresa Hayes, Director of Religious Education (513.741,5339).
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Serwe Togetier

| This Week’s Activities ‘I

Monday, December 25 - Christmas Day
PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED

Mass, Church, 10:00 am & 12 Noon
Tuesday, December 26
PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED

Rosary, Church, 8:05 am

Mass, Church, 8:30 am
Wednesday, December 27

Rosary, Church, 8:05 am

Mass, Church, 6:30 & 8:30 am
Thursday, December 28

Rosary, Church, 8:05 am

Mass, Church, 8:30 am

Friday, December 29
Rosary, Church, 8:05 am
Mass, Church, 6:30 & 8:30 am
Saturday, December 30
Mass, Church, 8:30 am & 4:30 pm
Confessions, Church, 12:30-1:30 pm
Sunday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve
Mass, Church, 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12 Noon
NO Sunday Preschool
NO CLOW
Monday, Jannary 1—New Year’s Day
PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED
Mass, Church, 10:00 am

MW This information will be posted at
a later date because of the early
g bulletin deadline.

3y MONTHLY NEED $ 95,220

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS -

: Contributions to St. James are NOW
% i HEARD ALSO available through our secure
“We Share Link.” You have the ability to make dona-
tions online through the use of a credit card or an
electronic fund transfer (EFT) from your checking or
savings account. You may set up a one-time or recur-
ring donation to St. James Church by Clicking the
“Online Giving” Tab at the top of our Webpage,
www.stjameswhiteoak.com. It’s an easy, convenient and
safe way to make your Sunday offerings. When you have
completed your donation, you will be emailed a receipt
of your donation, and the parish will receive a receipt for
our records. Your donation will be recorded and be part
of your year-end donation letter. If you have questions,
please contact Amy Klosterman, Business Administrator,
in the Parish Office at 741-5320.

We appreciate your support!

HAVE

2018 Sunday Contribution

Envelopes
The Sunday Contribution Envelopes have been mailed. If

you do not receive yours in the next few weeks, please
call the Parish Office at 741-5300.

Active Parishioner Status Info

We receive many requests from parishioners
2 to qualify for weddings here, or to be god-

— parents or sponsors for the Sacraments of
Baptism and Confirmation. Part of that request is to be
able to verify that a person is an “active member” of St.
James the Greater Parish. An “active member” of this
parish is one who: 1. Is properly registered and on the
parish census. 2. Faithfully attends Mass on Sundays and
Holy Days. 3. Participates in parish activities when possi-
ble. 4. Uses the parish envelope system.
While assessments of an inquirer’s status will be made
individually, the above are the main factors that will be
considered in making that determination. If you would
like to update your information and/or inquire about
your membership status, or if you do not receive our
Quarterly Parish Life Newsletter or yearly Sunday
contribution envelopes, you are inactive in our parish
database. PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE.

&

ﬁm@ St. James Senior Organization

NO BOARD MEETING on December 28th.
MONTHLY MEETING is CANCELLED in January
due to the Church Hall construction.
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' Excuse our Dust!

Y | The Church Hall is under construction!
Rt Thank you for your patience and under-
e standing as we update the church hall. We
are working in segments so we don’t have to cancel any
major events! The hall should be completed by mid-
January and looking great. Any questions, contact Amy

Klosterman in the Parish Office.

Help Wanted

Part-time Gym Custodian
We are looking for a part-time gym custodi-
an to work weeknights and weekends. Time
slots needed are from October through March each
school year. Please call Glenn Grothaus at 385-6417.

Weather Alert

WHEN THE WEATHER IS BAD

When School is delayed or cancelled

because of the weather, the 6:30 am
Mass or Communion Service is CANCELLED!
This is done for the safety of our parishioners. If
this happens on a Monday, Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament is also CANCELLED. Please
pay attention to school closing or delays for
Northwest Schools because we follow their sched-
ule!

St. James Athletic Club

| Athlete of the Week
'__ % | St. James Athletic Club has established a
new program called Athlete of the Week.
SJAC is proud to celebrate in the success of our ath-
letes. We want to highlight those who achieve excel-
lence on the field or court while also accomplishing great
things in the classroom and community.
Please extend congratulations 3o sur Athlstes of the
Week:
Luke Elfers has made great strides. He stepped up and
played Power Forward, which is not his usual position,
due to only having 6 players at a recent game. He also
led the team in rebounds. He is always upbeat and a team
player. Thanks for the hard work, Luke!
Mackenzie Meehan is the libero on the 7/8th grade A
volleyball team. She is our defensive specialist and has
excelled at the position this season. She hustles on every
play in practice and games, which is why she is the li-
bero. She scores with her back row attacks and serving
aces. She is very consistent and a dependable player.
Great job, Mackenzie!

74  Please patronize our advertisers in the
):W bulletin. Their support helps make this pub-

lication possible without cost to the parish.

MT. HEALTHY AUTO REPAIR
Chuck Collins and Jack Howell

522-9555

High School students-

St. James Youth Group Volleyball!
Faith, food, and fun!
Sign up now thru Jan 3 — Free!

This is your opportunity to have fun with your St. James classmates and parishioners

f

g\

What is it? A casual, fun volleyball league with good food and faith formation time.

When is it? Sunday evenings from 7-9 PM in mid-January through early March.

t

Where is it? St. Bart’s gymnasium on 9545 Winton Rd. (15 minutes from St. James).
To sign up or for more info, email by January 3™ to info@stjameswhiteoak.com.
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