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Lent and Easter
Live Streaming
School Heroes

Live…from St. James White Oak!

The Year of Saint Joseph

T

o mark the 150th anniversary of St.
Joseph being named the Patron of the
Church, Pope Francis wrote an Apostolic
Letter about St. Joseph called Patris Corde
(With a Father’s Heart). He also designated the year from December 8, 2020
to December 8, 2021 as a time of special
devotion to St. Joseph.

In his letter, Pope Francis studies
the role of St. Joseph as a beloved
father, a tender and loving man and someone who was “creatively courageous” as
he fulfilled the role of father to Jesus and
husband to Mary. As he ends his letter, the Holy Father writes, “Joseph found
happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of
trust.”
To celebrate this special year, the Holy Father has approved a plenary
indulgence to Catholics who choose
to take part in the special year in one
“Joseph found happiness
of six outlined ways. Although such
not in mere self-sacrifice
Catholics are obliged, as usual, to also
but in self-gift. In him we
make a confession, receive the Euchanever see frustration but
rist, and pray for the pope’s intentions,
the decree recognizes that some will be
only trust. His patient
unable to do so in line with pandemic
silence was the prelude to
social distancing measures.
concrete expressions of trust.”
“In the current context of the health
emergency, the gift of the plenary
indulgence is particularly extended to the elderly, the sick, those close to death
and all those who for legitimate reasons find it impossible to leave their homes,”
the decree states, suggesting such persons can obtain the indulgence by having an
intention to fulfill the requirements “as soon as its possible.”
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Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 p.m.
8:00, 10:00 a.m.

The six ways Catholics can celebrate the year include:

Weekday Masses

•

Meditating for at least 30 minutes on the Our Father;

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday
8:30 a.m.

•

Undertaking a work of spiritual or corporal mercy in the example
of Joseph, who is called a “just man” in Matthew’s Gospel;

Confessions

•

Reciting the holy rosary among your family or with your partner;

Saturday
or by appointment

•

Entrusting your daily work to the protection of Joseph, or invoking
the intercession of Joseph in trying to find employment;

Parish Office Hours

•

Reciting the Litany of St. Joseph, or making another similar prayer,
on behalf of persecuted Christians; and,

•

Making an act of piety in honor of Joseph on the 19th of the month
or on Wednesday, the day traditionally dedicated to the saint’s memory.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

www.stjameswhiteoak.com
info@stjameswhiteoak.com
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Our Journey to Easter
s

A

sh Wednesday is the day that
marks the beginning of Lent.
Though not a holy day, it is a day that
is revered through all Christendom. In
many countries, Ash Wednesday is a
national holiday. Besides our focus on
penance, fasting and increased alms
giving, the day initiates a period of renewed or heightened spiritual practice.
Like everything, Covid has reshaped
our celebrations of Lent and even Ash
Wednesday. This year the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments has issued a mandatory practice
for the distribution of ashes. While we
have been used to the minister tracing
the sign of the cross on our forehead
saying one of the formularies like, “Repent and believe in the Gospel,” there
has always been the practice (especially
in Europe) of sprinkling ashes on the
top of the head with no words being
said.
This is the practice that will take
place in Catholic Churches all over
the country. In our Ash Wednesday
Masses and prayer service, the minister
will bless the ashes and those wishing

Re s u r re

to receive them will come forward to
have them lightly sprinkled upon their
head instead of touching the forehead
with the thumb. Regardless of the way
ashes are received, they mark us and

c t io n

remind us that we are recommitting
ourselves to be better followers of
Christ as we prepare to celebrate His
resurrection and our redemption at
Easter.

Ash Wednesday - February 17
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Word, Blessing of Ashes with Holy Communion
Mass: 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Taize Prayer - February 22
7:00 p.m. in Church and live streamed
Confessions - March 2 and March 17
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Solemnity of St. Joseph - March 19
Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday - March 28
Mass: 4:30 p.m. Saturday Vigil, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
Holy Thursday - April 1
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer and Reception of the Holy Oils
7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, April 2
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
12:00 noon Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, April 3
9:00 p.m. The Easter Vigil
No confessions today and no 4:30 p.m. Mass

Taize Prayer Service

g

Easter Sunday, April 4
Mass: 8:00 a.m, 10:00 a.m.

Live from St. James…
T

here are not many live television shows these days aside from
sporting events. In times past the first
words we often heard from the announcer were, “Live from…” and then
Radio City Music Hall, New York, the
Waldorf Astoria, Miami Beach, or you
name it. Those introductory words set
the stage for a broadcast event that was
special and sure to please. On November 1, 2020, the Solemnity of All
Saints, St. James Church went live with
the first streaming broadcast video of
Mass.
By all accounts, the broadcasts are a
hit. After a week of testing, views of
the Sunday Mass climbed to over 400.
Streaming is here to stay!

What Is It?

The term streaming refers to a local
network broadcast over Wi-Fi to a
distribution point. That distribution
point can be a social media site or a
private service who then makes the
signal available live and on-demand
through a chosen website. St. James
has chosen to have our broadcasts
made available through our website,
stjameswhiteoak.com. This allows
us to better control the content, edit
our videos, and set how long they will

be available. In addition, we can see
viewership details including how many
people are watching, when, for how
much of the broadcast, and in which
city they are located.
Streaming is not new. Many people
do their own streaming, mostly short,
informative demonstration videos or
amusing antics of people and pets.
Churches and houses of worship
began streaming as an effort to reach
more people.

A Little History

In April 2019, a small group of people
attended a national three-conference
known as “Amazing Parish” to learn
about the leadership and assessment
program. As the Parish Leadership
Team continued to meet, areas of concern surfaced and plans were made to
address them. One area of concern was
better reaching our parishioners who
are confined to their home, in nursing
or care facilities, or who are temporarily unable to participate in Sunday
Eucharist with us.
The team decided to install a camera
and stream our Masses so that those
people could be a part of our community even though circumstances

prevented being physically present
with us.
The initiative to begin streaming
started planning way before Covid hit.
When it did, churches came under
many of the same restrictions as other
public venues. As the parish slowly
emerged from the complete shutdown,
streaming equipment became scarce
to non-existent. Colleges, schools, and
corporations bought up the equipment to put in classrooms and boardrooms for distance learning and Zoom
meetings.
While waiting for the equipment
to become available, we designed a
system that was cost-efficient and
provided the flexibility to zoom, pan,
and tilt through the Mass. Parishioners provided feedback about other
churches they were watching and
noted concerns about poor video or
sound and difficulty seeing the action.
Those comments helped St. James seek
to offer a better, richer, experience.

How Can the Streaming
Be Accessed?

Parishioners may already be familiar
with the St. James website, stjameswhiteoak.com, where parish news is

posted. Now there is also a small photo
of the inside of the church. Click on
that photo to open the streaming portal. If there is a live broadcast occurring, it will start playing immediately.
If there is no live broadcast at that
time, a list of upcoming and previous
broadcasts will be displayed. Select
any recording to view it. Visitors can
also create a link to share with family
and friends to invite them to watch a
certain broadcast. You will find that
feature directly beneath the image of
the event you choose to watch.

Silver Linings

W

e have been hearing a lot
about “these unprecedented
times,” and 2020 certainly was full
of shocking and difficult events.
Being unable to attend Mass at
all for a while and then having
the obligation to attend lifted has
dramatically altered the rhythms of
our daily and weekly lives.
Those of us attending Mass feel the
absence of so many of our friends
and friendly familiar faces. Even
with those who are present around
us, we cannot clasp hands with pew
neighbors at the Sign of Peace or
daily exchanging news after Mass.

The icon on the St. James website to
access live streaming and
archived recordings

What’s Next?

The ability to stream opens up opportunities for St. James to reach those
unable to come to church. It also
allows for recording and uploading
other liturgical events. In the future
there may be programs, prayer services, speakers, and more streamed live
and archived for later viewing. All of
this is made possible by the generous
contributions each of the parishioners
make through Sunday giving. The
committment to remained connected
to our parishioners is a priority for the
staff and parish leaders. This technology allows that to happen.
Behind the scenes are a few dedicated
volunteers who staff the operation of
the camera each Sunday. Without their
talents, the picture would be static
and, while still Mass, would not be as
engaging of an experience. The system
has room to grow but has already
exceeded expectations. If you have not
checked it out yet, log on to the St.
James website and enjoy “Live from St.
James!”

Whether in person or online, it’s a
bit sad to see the church so empty,
even though we know it’s necessary.
Most striking of all, those of us
watching online miss sharing fully
in Holy Communion.
There are a few silver linings to
these dark clouds, though. When
watching from home, we have
some creature comforts. We can
snuggle with our pets in our pajamas. We are free to blow our noses
with gusto at any time. We can take
restroom breaks without distract-

ing anyone and adjust the volume
to suit ourselves. We can see the action clearly no matter where we’re
sitting. In some households, the
lack of distractions makes it easier
to concentrate on the liturgy.
Regardless of where we are, we
feel some peace from the ordinary sights and sounds of Mass.
The familiar rites and prayers, Mr.
Marczi’s beautiful playing of the
hymns, and the faces of the celebrants and those who are in the
pews all remind us of less turbulent
times and the promise of calmer
days ahead.
We all share the hope that once
we’re through this crisis the need
for social distancing never comes
again. Fortunately, the option to
watch online will remain available
for those of us who cannot get to
church or need to stay home sick.
Watching online will never be the
same as being physically present at
the Mass, but it remains a great gift
as we continue to make the best of
these imperfect times.
____________________________
Karen Douglas is a technical writer and
library staff at Cincinnati State.

Scan this QR code with your
phone’s camera and enjoy
the live streaming content
and all that the St. James
website has to offer!

Catholic,
Commitment,
& COVID

Carla Beaty

Sheri Schmette

Rick Hance

Sheri Hance

This year seven people have endured
all the restraints of Covid protocols,
personal setbacks, with some contracting the disease themselves. Still, every
Monday since September they have
been meeting at the parish in a socially
distanced and appropriate fashion, to
learn about the faith, to ask questions,
and to share their stories of how God
brought them to this point in their
lives.
Carla Beaty is a catechumen, meaning
that she has not been baptized in any
faith tradition. She started her journey
with her husband, Ben, who was received into the Church last year. Carla
relates this story:

Austin Daley

Jennifer Hansert

Chris Mitchell

I

tion into the Church in a “mini-Easter
Vigil” in August 2020.

t’s no surprise that each year a
parish offers an opportunity for
people to investigate the Catholic
faith and become part of the process
known as the RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults). However, in the
last ten months the celebration of the
Rites, including the Easter Vigil, was
suspended. Our wonderful people
who participated last year were put
on hold and celebrated their recep-

I’m a registered nurse at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital Medical Center.
I’m married to Ben and we have two
incredible children Maxwell, grade 3,
and Jacob, grade 1, who are enrolled at
St. James. Most of my family and friends
growing up were Catholic, and I always
wanted to be part of it.
Raising children was the push I needed
to move forward, to truly begin to learn
what it means to be Catholic and to
explore my faith on a much deeper level.
It’s no longer enough to have a private
relationship with God, and it is time
to expand my understanding. I need
to model the behavior and values I’m
trying to instill in my boys.
I wasn’t sure what to expect when I
started this process. I’ve found I look

forward to the classes each week.
Having a dedicated time to focus is key
for me, otherwise I allow the day-today things to take priority. I appreciate
hearing other’s thoughts and opinions,
many times it brings up things I have
not considered myself. While I’ve had
many questions answered, it feels as if it
has created even more questions for me.
I suppose that is to be expected.
When Maxwell began kindergarten four
years ago at St. James, I was struck by
the sense of community from everyone
we were in contact with – paid school
employees and parents. All schools are
not the same and the sense of comradery
at St. James is incredibly special. I look
forward to becoming part of the church
community as well, learning more about
what happens between Sundays – and
being part of it.
Our Candidates for Full Communion
with the Catholic Church this year
include Austin Daley, a freshman at St.
Xavier High School, Chris Mitchell,
Jennifer Hansert, and Sheri Schmutte,
all of whom have children in St. James
School. Rounding out this year’s
participants are Rick and Sheri Hance.
Rick shares the following:
I am a retired United States Army
veteran, having served 30 years between
Active Army, and National Guard. I am
married to Sheri and have two children Alexis and Rick and one grandson
Mason. My daughter’s intentions are
to start Mason at St. James this year.
Sheri and I have been married 28 years.
All which have been great! We decided

many years ago to raise our children
Catholic. All that time I wanted to do
the same for myself and become a Catholic. No excuses, I just didn’t have the
commitment at the time.
I started RCIA last year and was really
impressed with the level of education
and knowledge I was receiving from the
program and Deacon Tim. Like everything else, Covid affected the outcome.
I then began going back with the new
timelines as well as my wife coming
along.

Avery, also at St. James, is in first grade;
and our son Jacob turns four in May.
I am the Head of Production/Head
Distiller at the OTR Still House and
look forward to sharing my love for distilling, brewing beer, and making wine
when the distillery opens for business in
the near future. I grew up in Marion,
Ohio, where I was an active member of
a Methodist Church. I am looking for
a strong church community and, based
on the experiences we have had with the
school, am excited to become a member
of the Parish.

There has been a great deal of commitment in each participant. Regardless of their background, each has been
faithful to the process. Our parish
looks forward to celebrating with each
one as they journey towards becoming
a member of the Catholic Church and
St. James Parish.
____________________________________
To learn more about becoming Catholic,
contact Deacon Tim Crooker at
tcrooker@stjameswhiteoak.com

We’re both happy with the progress
we’re making and look forward to the
upcoming events. My goal is to become
more involved with church and manage
my time helping others by volunteering
for many future events.
Sheri joined RCIA this past fall and
has this to say:
I work at Colerain Middle School as a
braille assistant. I was brought up in
the Catholic Church, but never really
was involved with church. We moved 8
years ago and started looking for a new
church to attend. We tried a few out, but
something was missing. When we attended St. James for our first Mass it was
different, I felt at home. Deacon Tim
has welcomed me and my family with
open arms and no judgement. He has
an amazing way of teaching the RCIA
program and now I feel I found not only
a church to attend, but a family as well.
I’ve learned so much about the Catholic
faith through the RCIA process. I would
recommend it to everyone. There is so
much to learn even if you attend church
regularly.
Chris Mitchell started last year along
with Rick Hance. When the virus
interruped the regular sessions, he
decided to ask for some “home study”
and distance learning. Chris writes:
My wife, Krista, and I have three children: Zoey is a 4th grader at St James;

Feeding the Hungry
T
his past November the St. James
FATHERS ministry continued it’s
decades old tradition of helping families in the poorer sections of Cincinnati by providing a complete Thanksgiving meal. Through the contributions
of it’s members, FATHERS was able to
provide over 200 baskets full of all the
fixin’s that go with the delicious turkey.
The Monday before Thanksgiving,
members of the FATHERS ministry,
along with their families, purchased
the food, took delivery of the turkeys,
packed, loaded and distributed the
boxes of dinners. The support was
overwhelming this year in spite of the
Covid challenge. However, the need
this year increased as well as families
found themselves under or unemployed. Thanks to this wonderful venture, hundreds of families throughout
greater Cincinnati were able to enjoy a
meal and give thanks!

Teacher Heroes
W

ith less than twenty-four hours’ notice, the
teachers at St. James School scrambled to pack up
students for what was to be a three-week learning-fromhome edict from our state’s governor. Little did we all know
on that March 13th that those three weeks would be extended multiple times and eventually include the entire remainder of the school year.
In an instant, teachers across our country were charged with
completely redesigning education, school, and learning.
St. James School was no different. Our teachers were
sent home and were supposed to continue educating our
children at the high levels our community has come to
know. We had not ever dreamed of teaching twenty fiveyear-olds from makeshift classrooms in our living rooms
with each student in their homes. Not only did we not
have the technology and training for this, we really had
to rethink everything we had always done.
While the spring taught us many lessons and allowed us
to learn from this time, we were grateful for the
patience and support of our school parents and our
students who experienced this new world with us.
Things were definitely not perfect, but out of chaos
and uncertainty, the true character of St. James School
shone bright throughout this time. Separation from one
another led to inspirational videos, teacher parades, and

an amazing understanding from parents of the great work
teachers do every day. Suddenly parents had a newfound
appreciation for the teacher handling twenty-five students
at once when they had difficulty helping their one or two
children in the midst of the shutdown.
Over the summer, our teachers and staff had little time to
take a break. The pandemic was and remains an ever-changing beast. Procedures are often changed quickly without

notice. No one was quite sure if and when we would be
allowed to return in person. Several teachers met all summer long on a special Covid-19 task force to sort through
everything and put together the best plan possible for our
students to return to school in August. Hours and hours
of work was needed to reconfigure almost every aspect of
our school. Changes happened regularly causing work to be
scrapped and started over.
Teachers spent their summer learning new technology,
redesigning lessons, and worrying about returning safely to
school. Fortunately, all of their hard work paid off. In the
middle of August, we were able to open the St. James School
doors to students for in-person learning once again. It had
been a long five months and seeing our kids come back
made our efforts all worth it.
This year has certainly been challenging, and for many
teachers, this has been their hardest year in

deal. These are our kids and we want the best for them.
Our teachers have always been good at teaching more than
the curriculum, but this year they have truly dedicated their
lives to the happiness and well being of our students. It has
been nothing short of heroic.
While this pandemic
has certainly caused
its share of division,
isolation, loss, fatigue,
and anxiety, great
challenges often bring
the best out of people.
More could not be
asked of our teachers.
They are showing just
how great of educators
they are. Thank you
teachers and staff for
the dedication to your
vocation.

Our teachers have
always been good at
teaching more than the
curriculum, but this
year they have truly
dedicated their lives to
the happiness and well
being of our students.
It has been nothing
short of heroic.

education. So much is being asked of them. Not only
were there new procedures to learn, but things
continued to change and we needed to adapt. eachers have
been charged with teaching students in-person, students
who opted to learn virtually, and students who have been
quarantined. Teachers began using new technology like
Google Meets and Swivls to stay connected to those students
not present in the classroom. Teachers spend hours and
hours adjusting plans, gathering materials together for those
learning at home, and often spend weekends and nights
working just to stay afloat.
Through one of the most stressful years in education,
our teachers consistently have given it their all. They have
showed great resiliency and flexibility. They continue to
rise to the challenge and show up each and every day for
our kids. They do this because they care. They care a great

Please note: The photographs used in this article are from
previous school years and not the current year. Our school
follows strict Covid protocols with all students and faculty wearing
face coverings and practicing social distancing.

Eagle Scout Project
Provides a New Stable

Y

ou might have noticed the Nativity Scene in front of St. James this
year had a new stable! When Aaron
Porotsky was ready to take on an Eagle
Scout project, he wanted to do something that would benefit the parish. He
discovered that the St. James FATHERS
Ministry, which has traditionally been
the organization that set up the outside Nativity scene, saw a need for new
nativity stable.
Aaron researched potential designs,
and then presented some options to
the FATHERS Ministry Leadership.
Dave Sillies, a member of the FATHERS
Ministry who is also an engineer and a
dedicated supporter of the Boy Scouts
of Troop 24, helped with creating the
blueprint for the structure with
detailed specifications for the wood.
Aaron then laid out a work plan,
project timeline, and compiled a

budget for the materials. Using funds
donated by the FATHERS Ministry, he
purchased the necessary items and
organized a groups of workers involving 12 scouts and 10 adults, setting and
overseeing three Saturday “work days.”
On December 5th, the new stable was
erected in front of the Parish Center
and Father Nolker joined those gathered to provide a blessing. The figurines
in the scene used are still the beautiful
ones previously painted by the art
teacher, Ms. Wiesman. Aaron
says that he appreciated the opportunity to work with so many good people
on a project.
St. James thanks Aaron and everyone
involved in producing a Nativity scene
which will be a part of our parish
Christmas for years to come!

New Parishioners
Allison Bergmann & Colin Pearson
Mary Carter
William & Melyssa Donnellon and family
Anna Grubenhoff and family
Johnathan & Julie Hauck and family
Paul Hobing and family
Jason & Danielle Meiser and family
Matthew & Stephanie Ruffing and family
Paul & Emily Sanner and family
Adam & Stefania Scherpenberg and family
Mark Shoemaker
Sean & Emily Speed and family
Michael Watters

Welcome to all our new parishioners.
May God bless each of you.

Newly Baptized
Chase Anthony Bresnen,
son of Jacob & Samantha

Nixon Jordan Donnellon,
son of William & Melyssa

Ella Claire Hansert,
daughter of Michael & Jennifer

Lucille Grace Kurzhals,
daughter of Michael & Veronica

Skylar Makenna Nairne,

Recent Deaths
Mary Appelmann
Margaret Bauer
Carol Bosse
Joseph Bova
Marian Collins
John “Jack” Davis
Timothy Dinkelacker
Dorothy Enderle
Gregory Ernst
Ed Henn
Alvin Hudepohl
Anne Kessen
Dan Kramer
Carl Lovins
Tonie Lynn
Charlotte Mai
Jack McDaniel
Camilla Moore
Daniel Noe
Jeffrey Oberjohann
Ludwig Pfeil
Ronald Sexton
Ardella Smith
Stanley Steinmetz
Mary Ann Thomas
Clyde Wiesman
Kathleen Zeinner

October 20, 2020
December 24, 2020
October 30, 2020
October 23, 2020
December 3, 2020
October 14, 2020
November 24, 2020
October 19, 2020
December 6, 2020
January 7, 2021
November 17, 2020
December 22, 2020
December 11, 2020
December 30, 2020
October 24, 2020
November 16, 2020
October 31, 2020
November 9, 2020
December 22, 2020
December 14, 2020
December 12, 2020
October 21, 2020
January 8, 2021
October 31, 2020
October 27, 2020
November 14, 2020
December 14, 2020

daughter of Jeffrey & Megan

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let Your perpetual light
shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all
the faithful departed rest in peace.
Amen.

Emma Theodora Scherpenberg,
daughter of Adam & Stefania

Ann Elizabeth Trenkamp,
daughter of Scott & Melanie

Owen Charles Wallace,
son of Michael & Amanda

St. James Memorial Society
since last published in our Summer edition

Gene Masur

Fred Hudepohl

Kathy Ellison

Janet Deller

Dottie Hudepohl

Scott Seger

Ron Sexton

Don Kleingers

Don Becker

Al Hudepohl

Marian Collins

Dan Noe

Dave Hudepohl

George Wingert
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

February 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19 and 26
Our Fish Fry will look a
little different this year
but we are delighted to
serve delicious Lenten
meals to our parish
families and our
community friends.
Hours will be
4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
All meals will be
CARRY-OUT only.

CARRY OUT ONLY

Same Delicious
____ Dinners
Grilled
or Fried
____
Support Your Parish

We look
forward to
serving you once
again!

Please visit our parish
website: stjameswhiteoak.com
or Fish Fry website:
stjamesfishfry.org
for updates!

