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St. James
Parish Life
Easter Sunday, 2020 Amid Covid 19

With public Masses suspended across most of the United States, this is what Saint James and all the other
churches looked like on Easter. This suspension of public Masses was ordered by the bishops to help contain
the virus in this public health emergency. From Mid-March until May 25, we did not gather for prayer. Such
widespread suspension of public Masses has never happened before. During the 1918 influenza outbreak,
public Masses were suspended in some cities across the country, but not from coast to coast.

Mrs. Theresa Hayes
retires
Mrs. Hayes joined our parish
staff as Director of Religious
Education in July 2012. Prior
to that, she taught at Guardian
Angels School, Mt.
Washington.
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Saint James the Greater Church
3565 Hubble Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247
Reverend Thomas C. Nolker
Pastor

With us, she supervised the
preparation for sacraments for
our young people, assisted
teachers in our school and PSR program, and guided the certification
of the religion teachers through the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

Deacon Tim Crooker
Pastoral Associate

On July 1, Mrs. Hayes takes on another career: full-time grandmother.
We thank her for her service to the parish and wish her God’s
blessings.
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Theresa Hayes
Director of Religious Education
Jeffrey Fulmer
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Thank you to everyone who has continued to support our
parish during these difficult weeks. Parishioners have
volunteered for projects that could be done at home. They
have been helping neighbors with groceries and yard work.
Hundreds and hundreds of phone calls have been made in an
attempt to reach every family in the parish to check on their
well-being. And so many have continued to financially
support the parish, too. A special thank you to everyone who
has prayed. It was heartwarming to see how many people
came to the church for adoration each weekday morning. It is
a sign of spiritual life. May we continue to care so deeply
about each other.

We hope you will support the advertisers in our parish
bulletin. They make the bulletin possible. The company
that provides our bulletins also prints St. James Parish
Life for FREE. Please thank our advertisers whenever
you can.

Parish Office
Dcn. Crooker
Music Office
Business Office
Religious Ed
School Office
Cafeteria
Cemetery

741-5300
741-5325
741-5317
741-5320
741-5339
741-5333
741-5338
708-5456

Sunday Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:00, 10:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8:30 a.m.

Confessions

Saturday 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Or by appointment

Parish Office Hours

Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Time to Vote
By Father Nolker

"We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes
we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in politics. This is
not true: good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by
offering the best of themselves so that the leader can
govern."
- Pope Francis, 9/16/13

people stop doing their homework before voting.

As we get nearer to the November elections, it is possible
that we already tune out all the political noise on the TV and
in conversation. Many are offended by the lack of civility in
discussions whether by candidates or neighbors. Others feel
that the issues that matter to them are ignored by
candidates. An unintended result of all this is that many

Informed voting is important for our republic. We need to be familiar with the platforms of the political
parties and the particular articulation of those principles by the candidates themselves. Whether a candidate
for president of the nation or for a local trusteeship, the candidates always nuance the party position when
applying it to specific concerns. A voter needs to be aware of that.
The Catholic Church does not endorse candidates. The Church leadership does offer help so we can evaluate
issues and candidates with a Catholic mind. For many years the bishops of our country have issued nonpartisan guidance on how to evaluate candidates, issues that should be addressed in a Catholic viewpoint and,
most of all, encouragement to vote. “The Catholic bishops of the United States are pleased to offer once again
to the Catholic faithful Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, our teaching document on the political
responsibility of Catholics. This statement represents our guidance for Catholics in the exercise of their rights
and duties as participants in our democracy. We urge our pastors, lay and religious faithful, and all people of
good will to use this statement to help form their consciences; to teach those entrusted to their care; to
contribute to civil and respectful public dialogue; and to shape political choices in the coming election in light
of Catholic teaching. The statement lifts up our dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens
with rights and duties as participants in the civil order.” (statement of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.)
With the election months away, we all should have the time to download the statement and study it well.
Having the Catholic mindset when judging issues and candidates is important. With it we just might find
ourselves changing a preference for a particular candidate or supporting an issue we might have ignored.
There isn’t – nor has there ever been – a candidate who checks off all the “Catholic boxes” on issues. That is
why we need to learn and discern about candidates and issues.
Check out Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship posted on the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website at faithfulcitizenship.org. Five videos are
available on the USCCB’s YouTube channel.

others. With gratitude, we
offer this prayer in Your name.
Amen.

A Culture of
Prayer

At St. James the Greater Parish,
we are actively promoting a
culture of prayer with our
parishioners. In order to foster
a life of prayer, we are called as
leaders within our parish to
lead by example.
Prayer at Meetings
All parish meetings should
begin with prayer. Not only can
an opening prayer serve as a
“call to order” for the meeting,
it demonstrates who we are as
a people and why we are here.
Prayer at meetings can remind
our volunteers and staff what
our greater purpose is in the
parish.
Prayer unites us as one group.
Prayer can bring us closer
together and allow our work to
be more fruitful.
Taking time for prayer allows all
of us to slow down, to leave
behind the events of the day,
and can allow us to re-center.

We don’t have enough quiet
moments in our society.
Praying together also allows us
to share our faith with others
who may not be as comfortable
with prayer or who may not
have a strong prayer life. We
are building disciples.
How to Pray
There is no set way to pray at
the beginning of a meeting.
Prayer can range from an Our
Father to offering intentions to
Bible study. The key is to get
everyone involved in praying as
one.
Below are some sample prayers
that can be used to start a
meeting.
Opening Prayer for
Discernment
Good and loving God, thank
you for bringing us together
today in a spirit of generosity.
May we honor one another by
keeping an open mind. May we
voice our truth and listen with
an open heart. May we discern
Your will to unite in fruitful
outcome. We ask for Your
wisdom and grace to use our
talents for the betterment of

Opening Prayer for Purpose
Our parish is composed of
people like me. I help make it
what it is. It will be holy, if I
am. It will be prayerful, if I am.
It will be friendly, if I am. It will
do great work, if I do great
work. Its pews will be filled, if I
help fill them. Its parishioners
will grow in charity, if I practice
it. Its ministries will be active
and engaged, if I am active and
engaged. It will draw others
into its worship, if I invite them.
Ours will be a Catholic
community of loyalty and love,
of fearlessness and faith, of
compassion, charity, and
mercy, if I am filled with these
same things. Therefore, with
the help of God and the
guidance of our Blessed
Mother, I dedicate myself to
the task of being all the things
that my parish is called to be.
Amen.
Share How You Are Doing
We are genuinely interested in
knowing how our parish groups
are using prayer to guide their
work. We have an opportunity
to learn from one another and
share the good work we are
doing.
We invite you to share how
your group is using prayer by
sending an update from time to
time to
info@stjameswhiteoak.org.
May God bless the good work
you are doing in our parish!

In January more work had to be
done to keep it working and
replacing it became more
urgent.

A New Sound
For the Lord
By Father Nolker

As we approached Christmas,
2019 we were having
significant problems with the
organ in church. For instance,
Mr. Marczi might select a
certain combination of tones,
but it wouldn’t work. If he
wanted a bass sound, it might
come out as a high pitch. One
Sunday during the 10:00 a.m.
Mass the whole instrument
went quiet in the middle of a
hymn. Few people noticed
because he kept on singing.
We were able to get repairs
made, but the diagnosis was
that the organ would not last
much longer. It is 40 years old
and parts are no longer easily
available. Our organ runs with
tubes, the kind used in TVs until
the computer age came
about. Who stocks tubes
anymore? Nobody.

At that time Mr. Marczi and I
began looking at purchasing a
new organ. We did our
research and made a
suggestion to buy a new Allen
organ. The proper procedures
were followed, getting the
approval of our parish Finance
Council and Pastoral Council for
such a large expense. It wasn’t
in the budget nor in the longterm plan. Both groups
strongly supported the
purchase.
The Archbishop signed the
contract on behalf of the
parish, and we were on our
way to a new organ with
delivery expected sometime in
the summer. We also planned
on a small fund drive asking all
parishioners to help pay for
it. We wanted to raise
$115,000.
Before that could happen, the
coronavirus shut everything
down. With the economy in
turmoil, it was decided that the
general fund drive would be
delayed or replaced. The
question still remained as to
how to pay for the organ.
A quiet effort replaced a public
fund drive. We are using a
bequest we received a few
years ago as the base. Learning
about the project, other
parishioners offered their help.
Gifts from these parishioners
have brought us near the goal.

A few questions.
When will it come? It takes
about 4 months to build the
organ. It is made in the United
States. With the shutdown of
manufacturing, we probably
won’t get installation until late
summer.

What will it be? It will be an
Allen Genisys G33 a new 3
manual digital console and new
speakers throughout the
church. (At present we have a
2 manual or keyboard
instrument.) The new
instrument will give a much
broader range of sounds and
increased clarity. Most of all, it
won’t stop in the middle of a
hymn or choose its own
combination of sounds!
If anyone wants to contribute
so we reach our full cost of
$115,000, it would be a
blessing for the whole parish.
Checks can be made to the
parish with “organ fund” on
the notation line.

In Our Parish: Bereavement Ministry
Three pictures that accompany
this article are from the funeral
for St. John Paul II. When we
see a funeral involving
hundreds of thousands of
people, a funeral so full of ritual
as a papal one, we know it took
hundreds of people planning it
and executing every detail.
In recent months we have seen
a drastically different scenario
in our area. The funeral for
Archbishop Pilarczyk was
celebrated without a
congregation present. During
the COVID crisis, we have had a
few full funerals with Masses of
Christian Burial and committals.
These were held with 10 or so
people in church. In these,
many family members could
not attend; friends had no
opportunity to share their

sympathy and prayers. Yet,
these funerals also required
planning and ministers to help
carry out the rituals.

Doris Habedank. She contacts
the members of the group who
are the “planners” to see who
can help the family.

Our parish is blessed because
we have an extensive
Bereavement Ministry. These
volunteers help the mourning
family prepare the funeral
liturgy and are present to assist
at the Mass. A logical question
some might have is, “What do
they do?”

When a planner has been
determined, this person
contacts the family and
arranges to meet with them, if
they desire to do so. At that
meeting, they will go over the
possible readings from
Scriptures and suggestions for
music. It is also at this meeting
that more information about
the deceased is gathered,
mainly relating to the person’s
spiritual life. The planner also
contacts a “caller” who, in turn,
calls all the other members of
the Ministry to see who is
available to help at the funeral
Mass. There are a lot of
positions to be filled:

When the parish office is
contacted to set a day and time
for a funeral, basic information
is obtained from the funeral
director, including who shall be
the contact person in the
family. This initial information
is given to the coordinator of
the Bereavement Ministry,

•

•
•
•

•

•

sacristan (who has been
trained to prepare
everything needed for
the Mass like the
chalice, hosts, pew
reserve signs, etc.),
readers (if the family is
not providing them),
Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion,
Greeters who open
doors, welcome people
and assist with
information,
and even people whose
job it is to sit in silent
prayer for the deceased
as people gather,
Reception workers who
greet the caterers and
supervise coffee, etc. if
there is a reception in
the hall.

In all, about 15 people are used
at the average funeral. If we
expect a large attendance, it
can be more than 25. There
are 30 people working in this
ministry at this time.
Another point about the
“planner;” there is more to this
than just that planning
meeting. This individual leads
the prayers at the funeral home
during visitation if the family
wants them. This person is the
one who guides the family
through the Mass because we
know that Catholics feel
confused during weddings and
funerals, even if they have gone
to Mass every day. Therefore,
the planner stays near the
family during Mass to help with
things like prompting people
who are going to read the

Scriptures. This person also will
call the family weeks later to
see how they are doing,
continuing the care for the
family. Lastly, this person
invites the family to our
Evening Prayer for the Dead in
November of each year.
When thinking about this
important ministry, we also
have to think of the number of
funerals we celebrate in a year.
In fiscal year 2018/19 we had
63 funerals. In 2017/18 there
were 40. In 2016/17 there were
53. Our Bereavement Ministry
is very busy.
If you are interested in joining
this ministry, call Doris
Habedank at 923-3594 or the
parish office.

Recent Events in Brief

February 9 – Wedding Anniversary Brunch
Families gathered to celebrate 25th, 50th, 60th and 65+ years of marriage after the 10:00 a.m. Mass.

Palm Sunday – April 5
The “Drive Through”
On Palm Sunday, parishioners were invited to drive through
the parking lot between 10:00 a.m. and Noon to:
• pick up the “Little White Books” for Easter
season reflection,
• get a bag of plastic Easter eggs filled with
religious symbols for the children, compliments
of the LIFE Ministry,
• submit prayer requests to the Prayer Chain,
• bring food items for the food bank at Corpus
Christi, as well as cash donations,
• give contributions to the parish St. Vincent De
Paul Society,
• and make their contribution to the parish.
Notice the old collection baskets with long handles made a
nostalgic return.

New Parishioners

Since January 1

Christian Botts
Matthew & Cassie Burba and family
Everson & Cara Copeland and family
Mychal & Erin Gassett and family
Andrew & Sarah Harrigan and family
Stephen & Ellen Herrmann and family
Thomas & Taylor Jaeger and family
Andrew & Sara McGuire and family
Cary & Alyson Otis and family
William Spille & Samantha Burress and family
Megan Suer
Shirley Wehrle
William & Barbara Zoz
Welcome to all our new parishioners. May God
bless each of you.

Newly Baptized

Recent Deaths

Since January 1

June Betsch
Mary Carol Binzer
John Bosse
David Burck
Janet Deller
Thomas Dierkers
Kathleen Dinkelacker
Danny Fiasco
Paul Goertemoeller
Gene Masur
Bill Meiners
Joseph Pfiester
Paul Rebel
Paulette Rasche
Mary Richter
William Scheimann
Matthew Thiemann
Elder Wiesman

January 31, 2020
February 19, 2020
April 10, 2020
April 13, 2020
March 19, 2020
January 25, 2020
February 11, 2020
April 22, 2020
February 5, 2020
April 1, 2020
April 3, 2020
April 19, 2020
March 13, 2020
May 7, 2020
May 13, 2020
February 6, 2020
May 5, 2020
February 17, 2020

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

Since January 1

Evelyn Grace Brown, daughter of David & Kirsten
Peter Andrew Dreyer,
son of Andrew & Michelle
Elliot Douglas Dunning,
son of Andrew & Heidi
Grayson Andrew Harrigan,
son of Andrew and Sarah
Owen Murphy Lemmel,
son of Christopher and Rebecca
Ava Jo Otis,
daughter of Cory & Alyson
Eva Ann Reid,
daughter of Martin & Katrina
Penny Rose Ryan,
daughter of Michael and Christina
Selah Ruth Gleason,
daughter of Samuel & Mary

St. James Memorial
Society

These people have been added to our Memorial
Society since January 1 and will be remembered in the
Masses when the intention is for the members of
Society.

Ruth Davis
Lawrence Mann
Marilyn Mai
Cory Mann
Frank Scholle
Chris Scholle
Matt Scholle
Tom Dierkers
Mary Carol Binzer
John Hansen
Tom Keyes

Upcoming Events

John
Merritt
Scholarships
In our last issue we explained about the John
Merritt Scholarships which our parish awards each
year in memory of Mr. Merritt. We are happy to
announce this year’s recipients.
High School Scholarships (2)
$2000 a year, renewable for all four years of high
school.
For renewal, these criteria must be met: 1) the
student is in good standing at the Catholic high
school; 2) the student is involved in at least one
extracurricular activity; 3) the student has
maintained academic excellence commensurate
with ability; 4) the student continues to be involved
in the sacramental life (Sunday Mass) at St. James.
This year’s recipients are:
Bryson Fitzgerald
Mackenzie Griffin

July 3

“Patriotic Rosary” Pro-Life event in
recognition of Independence Day,
at 9:30 a.m. in front of the school

July 26

No festival
Major Award Drawing

July 26

Solemnity of Saint James the
Greater, our patron saint

August 15

Feast of the Assumption
Mass obligation is dispensed this
year.

August 18

Kick-off Day for the School
4:00-6:00 p.m.

August 20

First day of school.

Do you have pictures of a parish event that
could be used in Parish Life?
Can you write a brief article about what your
organization has done recently?
Do you have a comment about something you
have seen in this publication?

To recognize the death of Mr. Merritt in January
2020, an additional scholarship has been awarded.
The recipient is:
Kyle Reynolds

Parish Life now has its own email address
where you can submit stories, pictures and
suggestions:
magazine@stjameswhiteoak.com.

Grade School Scholarships (2)
$750 for students attending St. James next school
year. This is a one-year scholarship.
This year’s recipients are:
Jack Schroer (grade 8)
Jack (grade 6) and Mia (grade 4) Ghering
will share the other.

We want to tell our story as a parish with
more pictures, graphics, mover coverage of
recent events and brief notices of upcoming
activities. This depends on information from
all our parishioners. Please help other
parishioners know what your group is doing.

The Major Award Raffle
The Major Award total giveaway is $15,000! The
Grand Prize is $10,000, two 2nd prizes of $1,000,
two 3rd prizes of $500, three 4th prizes of $250, four
5th prizes of $200 and three Early Bird drawings of
$150 (drawn at 2PM on 6/15, 6/29 & 7/13). The
tickets are: $5 per chance, 5 for $20, 8 for $30, 11
for $40 and 14 for $50. Please help us spread the
word to family and friends since we will not have
the ability to sell to those outside the parish at the
actual festival this year.

After a great deal of
discussion and consideration,
the festival committee along
with parish input has decided
to cancel the festival as we know it
this year. It was a very difficult decision but in the
end it came down to keeping in mind the safety
and well being of all those involved. We decided to
continue with our Major Award Raffle as well as
our Bengals Season Ticket Raffle. Chances for these
raffles are being printed and will soon be mailed to
the homes of every parishioner. They will also be
available in the racks at the church doors and in the
parish office. The raffle drawings will occur on
Sunday July 26th in the afternoon. We are trying to
create a virtual event of some kind. This may
include a “watch program” where the winners
would be announced live along with some live
entertainment and other surprises. Details for that
presentation are still being worked out. We hated
to have to make this decision, but it appears to be
the best for all. We look forward to making the
best with what we can this year and look forward
to having the festival return bigger and better in
2021!

Bengal Ticket Raffle
The Bengals Season Ticket Raffle returns! The
tickets will cost $10 each but there will be many
winners. Since the status of each home game is
still questionable, we are dividing the set of tickets
into the eight individual games. Each winner will
receive one pair of tickets to a single game along
with a parking pass for the Central Riverfront
Garage. The seat location is in Section 343/Row
13/Seat 15 & 16. The raffle will also include
additional items such as Bengal merchandise and
some gift certificates, but those details are being
worked out currently.
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