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PARISH LIFE

Our
Journey
To Easter

Recent Events in Brief

Christmas Crib

Teen Volleyball

Joe Karaus and his family set up the Christmas crib in
our church again this year. They have been dedicated
volunteers, doing this for 38 years. Thank you, Joe, and
family!

Giving Trees

Rick Porotsky poses with the St. James teens who are
participating in this year’s volleyball games with groups
from other parishes. The Sunday evening event
includes the games but also faith formation. It runs
through the next few months.

School Open House

On January 19 our parish school held its Open House
from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. Hundreds of current and
potential families toured the school viewing exhibits
about the curriculum and activities.

Also at Christmas, the parish supported our Giving Tree
project. Parishioners took 1210 tags from the trees and
returned those gifts by December 15 when they were
distributed to the 10 groups supported by this year’s
effort. Thanks to everyone who participated.

Seeking

Christ
in Lent

What is a Parish Mission? A Parish Mission is a

multi-day event, usually three days, of prayer, talks, and reflection all geared towards a
parish renewal of faith and a deepening of personal spirituality. The last time St. James
hosted a Parish Mission was over twenty years ago. However, it has been the tradition of
our parish to provide missions as evidenced from the beautifully restored crucifix that hangs
in our sanctuary. The date inscribed is “1878-Mission” indicating that it was installed to
commemorate a Parish Mission over a hundred and forty years ago.

Who is our Mission presenter? St. James

is pleased to welcome Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, S.J., pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church in
downtown Cincinnati. Fr. Fairbanks hails from Hamilton, Ohio and is a 1976 graduate of
Miami University. Having taught high school and served in parish youth ministry for twelve
years, he entered the Jesuits in 1989 and continued philosophy, classical language and
theology studies at Jesuit universities in the US. Ordained in 2000, Fr Fairbanks worked for 13
years in Chicago at St. Ignatius College Prep, serving six years as Vocations Director for the
Jesuits. He has given countless retreats throughout the Midwest including the Jesuit Spiritual
Center in Milford.
Whether you attend all three evenings, or just one or two, make this Parish Mission a
priority on your calendar and join your fellow parishioners as we all find new ways of
“Seeking Christ in Lent!”

St. James Parish Mission
March 9, 10 & 11 | 7:00 - 8:30 PM
in the Church Hall
Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ
Mission Presenter

to participation in Mass every Sunday, which is a foundational part of Catholic life.
While the Lenten journey began with the ashes, what is
the destination?
The Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
Holy Saturday/Easter) places us in the vortex of Jesus’
saving power. These are the days on which we recall his
Passion, Death and Resurrection. This Paschal Mystery
is the central belief of our faith. This is when we celebrate that Jesus is God and he has freed us from sin and
given us the possibility of eternal life. As a hymn says,
“This is the feast of victory of our God…” Jesus, the Son
of God, has conquered Evil and we rejoice.
We also celebrate that we share in this great victory. By
our baptisms we are given the renewed life, the divine life of God. While the empty tomb is the greatest
symbol of Easter, there is only one of those. But in each
parish church there is the baptismal font where we die
to the old life and rise up in the new life of Christ. The
baptismal water becomes an Easter symbol for us.

Our Journey to Easter
By Father Nolker

Much of our travels through the year as Church are
marked by signs. They aren’t the usual road signs, but
symbols the remind us of the different aspects of the
Mystery of God that we celebrate. This is especially true
as we make our way to Easter, the greatest and most
important feast of the year.
We begin with the ashes being placed on our foreheads
on Ash Wednesday. From Old Terstament times , the
use of ashes signified mourning or saddness. In the early years of the Church, ashes became the symbol of our
sadness, our mourning about our sinfulness. Receiving
ashes at he beginning of Lent is an outwardsign that we
are serious about doing penance to attone for our sins
and to develop a pattern of life that will strengthen us to
fight temptation.
On Ash Wednesday each of us should have chosen
specific penances for the season. They should address
issues in our lives. For instance, fasting can mean eating
less. It can also mean being untied from social media.
Almsgiving can can mean increasing our charitable
giving but it can also mean giving heightened attention
to the people around us. Prayer, the third usual category of penance, can mean adding time to our regular
routine of prayer, but for some it may mean getting back

One of the most dramtic and signifcant moments at the
Easter Vigil on Holy Satrday night is the rite of baptism.
Only this night is deisgnated by the Church for the baptism of adults, those who are age 7 (the traditional age
of reason) and older. Their journey to the font began
long before Ash Wednesday as they discerned God’s
call to the Catholic Church. On this night, being washed
in the water of the sacrament, they become members
of the Church, children of God. Now they share in the
effects of the Resurrection of the Lord, the promise of
eternal life.
On Easter Sunday we all renew our batismal promises and are sprinkled with the baptismal water. This
reminds us that we share in the mystery of the Resurrection and that we are to live every day in that grace.
This is the center of our faith. This is why Easter is the
mostimportant day of the year.
The symbols tell the story of our journey. Our travel is
from ashes to water. Our journey ends in the glory of
God.
The icon that leads this article shows an angel announcing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary that Jesus
was raised from the dead. This is the Gospel for Easter
this year [Matthew 28:1-10].

Palm Sunday, April 5
Masses

4:30 p.m. Vigil
8:00, 10:00 a.m.

Holy Thursday, April 9
8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer and Reception
of the Holy Oils

7:00 p.m.

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

6:30 a.m.

Good Friday, April 10
8:30 a.m.
12:00 noon

Morning Prayer
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 11

9:00 p.m.
The Easter Vigil
No confessions today.
No 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday, April 12
Masses

February 26
8:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Liturgy of the Word, Blessing of Ashes
with Holy Communion
Mass
Liturgy of the Word and Blessing of
Ashes
Mass

Ashes will be blessed and distrbuted at each liturgy.
The school children in grades 3 to 8 will be at the 8:30
a.m. Mass. There is plenty of room for others.

8:00, 10:00 a.m.
12:00 Noon

The school children in grades K to 2 will be at the 1:30
p.m. liturgy. This does not include Holy Communion.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relic of the True Cross

Not every parish is priviledged to have a Relic of the True Cross. But we do. For
Lent, we place the Relic on the cross we will use for the Good Friday Liturgy of the
Lord’s Passion. This is done so that we can adore this piece of the Cross on which
Jesus shed his blood and died for us. This can be a great beginning point for our
reflection and prayer about the suffering and death of the Lord. Did the blood of
Jesus run along the piece of the holy wood that we have?
In the Good Friday Liturgy, one part is titled “Adoration of the Cross” and the cross
is solemnly presented for adoration by the people. As it is brought into the church, our acclamation is “Behold the wood
of the Cross, on which hung the salvation of the world. Come let us adore.” Each Sunday in Lent we will pray at the
Relic before Mass as a preparation not only for the Sacrifice of the Mass we will celebrate but for that moment in the
Good Friday liturgy. Since the relic is displayed all Lent, please take the opportunity to have it inspire your prayer.

its inception in 1975, CRS Rice
Bowl has raised nearly $300
million.

March 24
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Again this year all the priests of
the Archdiocese will hear
confessions on the same evening
in the parishes. This is a great
opportunity for those who haven’t
been to confession for a long time
to share in the sacrament.
Many parishes have scheduled this
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. At the
request of our parishioners Father
will hear from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The iconic CRS Rice Bowl is a
staple on the table of Catholic
families across the country during
Lent. This simple cardboard box is
a tool for collecting Lenten alms—
and comes with a Lenten calendar
that guides families through the
40 days of Lent with activities,
reflections and stories.
During Lent the children in our day
school and in the Parish School of
Religion will be participating in
Operation Rice Bowl.

This fund was established by a
group of parishioners to recognize
Mr. Merritt’s long tenure as
principal at St. James. He died on
January 13, 2020.
Each year two (2) $2000
scholarships are awarded by our
parish to graduating students from
St. James to be applied to that
student’s tuition at a Catholic high
school. This grant is renewable
for each year of high school as
long as the student meets the
necessary requirements.

Don’t forget, Father hears
confessions every Saturday from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. and by
appointment.

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten
program of Catholic Relief
Services, the official relief agency
of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

The John Merritt
Scholarships

This will be our 12th year of
holding the BEST Fish Fry in the
city!

Through CRS Rice Bowl, faith
communities in every diocese
throughout the United States put
their faith into action through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

The dates for our 2020 Fish Fry
will be February 28, March 6, 13,
20, 27 and April 3. Mark your
calendars NOW! The Fish Fry
opens at 4:30 p.m. and closes at
8:00 p.m. each Friday. (We do not
have a Fish Fry on Good Friday.)

Lenten alms donated through CRS
Rice Bowl support the work of CRS
in roughly 45 different countries
each year. 25% of all donations to
CRS Rice Bowl stay in the local
diocese, supporting hunger and
poverty alleviation efforts. Since

To find the menu and prices, go to
stjamesfishfry.org or to the parish
website stjameswhiteoak.com.
You can also volunteer on the Fish
Fry site. Volunteers are always
needed.

Additionally, two (2) $750
scholarships are given to students
currently attending or intending to
attend St. James School. This is a
one-time grant which is not
automatically renewable.
Students could be eligible for
more than one year.
Full information about these
scholarships has been sent home
with students in our school. It is
also available on the parish and
school websites. Application
deadline is March 1, 2020.

Austin Helfrich

Companions
on the
Journey

As

Sabrina Helfrich

we approach the great Easter feast, we are reminded that for some the
meaning of Easter, with the passion, death, and resurrection of Our Lord takes
on a profoundly personal meaning. As God continues to call people of all ages and
backgrounds to become members of the Catholic Church, we rejoice with those who
have answered His calling. Our parish is pleased to journey with five catechumens who
will be fully initiated in the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil with the reception of
baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist.
Austin Helfrich is a junior at Ross High School and is enjoying the RCIA process as
the beliefs and practices of the Catholic faith become clearer. Sabrina Helfrich is
in the seventh grade at St. James and had a strong desire to become Catholic even
before starting school here. Also, in the seventh grade at St. James is Bridget Ramirez
who has found deep personal meaning in the teachings of the faith. A freshman at
LaSalle High School, Sam Edwards says learning about the Church has helped him
understand the Catholic culture at LaSalle and deepened his prayer life. Rounding out
our catechumens is Sonia Baker, a young mom whose journey is best told in her own
words:

Bridget Ramirez

Sam Edwards

“I grew up in Southern California in a non-denominational household. My
grandmother on my mother’s side would take me to her Catholic church on
the occasional Sunday. I remember she had her rosary on her night-stand
next to her bed. My husband Nick and I have been married now for three
years and we have a beautiful baby boy, Louis Theodore. My husband was
raised in the Catholic church and attended a Catholic school. My exposure
to the Catholic faith was mostly because of him and his family. I’ve always
found the Catholic religion to be the most beautiful religion there is. I love
the history of the Church, the rites, sacraments and beliefs. When I gave birth
to my healthy and gorgeous son, that was all the confirmation I needed that
God exist! Throughout my pregnancy, seeing his face for the first time, and
holding him, I couldn’t believe this incredible miracle!
My experience with the RCIA sessions have been wonderful and very
insightful. I look forward to meeting on Monday nights not only to learn
and grow in the faith but to learn more about myself as an individual. I’m
currently a stay-at-home mom so I enjoy getting a little bit of ‘me time’ and
have conversations with other adults. It’s been wonderful meeting new
people who are also on the same journey as myself. The RCIA sessions have
been very intriguing and a lot of fun!

Sonia Baker

I hope that the parish community of Saint James will accept me into the
Church family and look forward to meeting fellow parishioners.”

ALL PAWS IN

Centered Instruction on Individual Students
One of the of hallmarks of a St.
James School education is small
class sizes. On average, teachers
work with a class of twenty
students. According to our
principal Jeff Fulmer, “Twenty
students versus twenty-seven
makes a huge difference in how a
teacher can help individual
students.”
Over the past few years, the
staff decided to capitalize on small
classes and dig even deeper
utilizing an approach called
Response to Intervention (RTI).
“RTI helps us identify students
who haven’t quite mastered the
most important skills and we stop
to take the extra time in small
groups to ensure they reach
mastery,” explains Chrissy Riggins,
Assistant Principal.
Riggins has spent the past two
years embedding herself in the
weekly meetings of the second
grade team, and now the first and
third grade teams too. She is
there to guide the process, offer
support, and give the teachers the
things they need to be successful.
“But, the real work is done by our
teachers who come together on a
weekly basis to talk specifically
about how students are learning.”
Teachers assess students in a
specific skill area and determine
which students already know it,
which students need a little extra
support, and which are struggling
with a skill. Then, it’s time for two
weeks of “All Paws In”.
The name refers to the
approach that all hands are on
deck to support the kids. Several
specialists join up with the grade
level teachers and assist in

providing additional
instruction or enrichment
for the students who are
ready to move on to
tougher material.
Three classes of students
are divided into five to
seven small groups allowing
for even better targeted
instruction.
According to Jordan Paquet, a
second grade teacher, “The
students love All Paws In time.
They get to work with new
teachers and new groups of
students. And, it’s always
changing.”
Along with the daily
intervention time, teachers have
become very skilled at collecting
and analyzing data. Teachers can
give an assessment and know with
a quick glance who has met
mastery and who needs some
more time and support. Using a
program called Mastery Connect,
each student has a dashboard
showing green, yellow, and red
metrics on their way to achieving
teachers’ goals.
The program has been a great
success. After one year of
implementation, the average
scores in math increased 26
percentile points. “That growth is
amazing! The test data just
confirmed what we already knew our work was making a difference
for each and every kid,” Fulmer
stated.
Last year, second grade
teachers were able to finish the
curriculum in April due to their
individualized focus. Students
then moved on to third grade
standards for the last month and a

half of school.
Renee Barnett, a veteran first
grade teacher, has shared that she
feels like she knows her students’
abilities more this year than she
has ever before.
St. James School has been able
to share its success with other
schools in the Archdiocese by
presenting to a group of future
school leaders as well as
presenting to the Professional
Learning Community Cohort at
Xavier University.
Fulmer attributes this as one of
the things he is most proud of
happening at St. James. “The
work our teachers are doing is
incredible. I marvel at how
committed they are to helping
each and every single student
succeed and will go to great
lengths to ensure that the skills
that are essential are learned.”
To learn more about St. James
School or to schedule a
personalized tour, contact Jeff
Fulmer, Principal, at 741-5333
or infosjs@stjameswo.org.
St. James School is now
enrolling for the 2020-2021
school year. Don’t miss out
on an amazing education
rooted in our Catholic faith.
Visit www.stjameswo.org for
more information.

Rite of Reconciliation
Reconciliation may be face-toface or anonymous with a
screen between
you and the priest. Choose the
option that is most comfortable
for you.

Confession Prep
Has it been a long time since you
went to confession? Receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is a
great thing to do in Lent. Maybe a
refresher can help get you ready
for this sacrament.
In order to prepare yourself to
celebrate well the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and to have a
greater understanding of this
important sacrament, please take
a little time reflection.
You come to experience the Lord’s
forgiveness and compassion.
It is a very personal moment in
your relationship with God.
To get the most from your
confessional-encounter with
Christ, you should prepare well.
You should arouse in yourself a
deep, true sorrow for your sins,
how they have offended against
God who loves us infinitely, and
how they have hurt others who so
need our help.
Please remember that the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is
above all an act of God’s love, it is
a personal moment to be lived in a
relationship of love with God. It is
not a routine (or an ordeal) to be
gone through, but very much part
of the personal renewal which
takes place in each person.

1. The priest gives you a
blessing or greeting. He may
share a brief Scripture passage.
2. Make the Sign of the Cross
and say: “Bless me father, for I
have sinned.
My last confession was…” (give
the number of weeks, months
or years)
3. Confess all your sins to the
priest. The priest will help you
make a good confession. If you
are unsure about how to
confess or feel uneasy, just ask
him to help you. Answer his
questions without hiding
anything out of fear or shame.
Place your trust in God, a
merciful Father that wants to
forgive you.
4. Following your confession of
sins, say: “I am sorry for these
and all my sins.”
5. The priest assigns you a
penance and offers advice to
help you be a better Catholic.
6. Say an Act of Contrition,
expressing your sorrow for your
sins.
7.The priest, acting in the
person of Christ, then absolves
you from your sins.
Acts of Contrition
O my God, I am heartily sorry
for having offended You, and I
detest all my sins because I
dread the loss of heaven and
pains of hell, but most because
they offend you, my God, who
are all good and deserving of all

my love. I firmly resolve with
the help of your grace, to
confess my sins, and to do
penance, and to amend my life.
Amen.
Or
Lord Jesus, have mercy on me,
a sinner.
Or
O my God, I am sorry for my
sins with all my heart. In
choosing to do wrong and
failing to do good, I have sinned
against You whom I should love
above all things. I fully intend,
with Your help, to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads
me to sin. Amen.

(above) Pope Francis hearing a
confession. (below) The Pope
going to confession.

Robert Henry Klotz, son of David
and Elizabeth

Carl and Donna Adams
Melissa Berling
Jacob and Samantha Bresnen
Larry and Kay Denbow
Nicholas and Hannah Ditullio
Jesse Godshalk and Katie Thoman
& Family
Daniel and Samantha Greene
& Family
Richard and Sheri Hance & Family
Christopher and Rebecca Lemmel
& Family
Francis and Mary Weibel

Bryson Albright, 10/27/19
Sonia Schraml, 12/17/19
Ruth Davis, 11/20/19
Andrew Wieser, 11/21/19
Ed Tasset, 11/28/19
Mary Moone, 11/29/19
Jenny Atherine, 12/4/19
Patricia Kroth, 12/10/19
Lawrence Mann, 12/17/19
Joe Fries, 1/5/20
Frank Scholle, 1/5/20
John E. Merritt, Jr., 1/13/20
Donald Kleingers, 1/17/20

Silly
or

SACRED?
The things Catholics do at Mass

Deacon Tim Crooker will present an
engaging and informative evening on
some of the gestures called for in the
celebration of the Mass, as well as, some
of the habits we have developed over
time.
Whether you are a life-long Catholic,
new to the faith, or married to someone
who is Catholic, you will find something
interesting in this presentation!

March 18 • 6:30 PM
in the Church Hall

Bible Study:

Upcoming Events
March 2
7:00 p.m. Taize Prayer Service

Gospel of Matthew
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Church hall
March 6
April 3
May 1
Last 3 session on Matthew!

March 9, 10, 11
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission
March 18
6:30 p.m. Silly or Sacred
April 19
3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Prayers
May 2
4:30 p.m. First Communion Mass

Interested in helping with the
festival? Contact Mary Lackman
513-706-0698
klackman@cinci.rr.com

Have you noticed a change in
Parish Life?
We hope so. We are in
transition to make this
publication more useful. We
want to tell our story as a
parish with more pictures and
graphics, more coverage of
recent events and brief notices
of upcoming events. We plan
to have several feature articles
in each issue. These will cover
a range of topics about living
our faith. Rather than long
articles about events or
programs, there will be
referrals to the general parish
website or organization’s
websites for details.

May 29
7:00 p.m. 8th Grade Graduation

St. James Church Hall 7 – 10 PM
St. James L.I.F.E. Ministry Presents

Watch the bulletin & St. James web page for reservation information!
$25 per person for the entertainment, assorted beverages, wine & cheese with appetizers and sweets!
There will be basket raffles and a silent auction. Questions? Contact Mary 513-706-0698

Proceeds benefit Mater Filius Queen City which enables women in crisis pregnancies to choose
life by providing transitional housing, resources and life skills to provide for their families. Learn more at MFQC.org
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EASTER
April 12

